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ROTARY CLUB OF COCOA 
   SINCE 

OUR OPENING SONG  
I want to wake up in the morning 

 Where the orange 
 blossoms grow, 

 And the sun comes peeping 
 Into where I’m sleeping 

And the song birds say hello. 
 I want to wander in the 

 orange grove 
 As I used to long ago, 

And go drifting back to Florida 
 Where the orange 
 blossoms grow... 

Directors 2008-2009 
Fundraising................................Jason Manning 
Club Service.....................Mary Ann Alderman 
Youth Services..............................Jack Masson 
Vocational Services.......................Drew Wales 
Community Service....................Ralph McCoig 
International Service.....Kieta Osteen-Cochrane 
Rotaract..........................................Linda Krupp 
Past President...............................Bill McCarthy 
Membership ...................................Mark Amos 

District 6930 
Group 13 

District Governor, Frances V. Owen 
Assistant District Gov., Brenda Mulberry 

Rotary International President 
Dong Kurn Lee 

Officers 2008-2009 
President.................................Jay Schenck 
Pres. Elect.....................................Pat Hare 
Secretary.....................................Bill Carey 
Treasurer..........................Charlie LaRoche 
Sgt.-At-Arms..........................Paul Chinaris 

Tuesday 7:30am Melbourne Beach Beach Street Eatery, Ocean Ave. 
Tuesday 7:15 am Cocoa Bch Daybreak Roberto’s Little Havana, CCB 

Tuesday 7:15 am Titusville Sunrise LaCita Country Club 
Tuesday 12:15 pm Cocoa BCC Community Dinning Rm. 

Tuesday 12:15 pm Eau Gallie Palm Café, Kiwi Tennis Club 

Tuesday 6:00 pm Viera Viera East Country Club 
Wednesday 7:15 am Merritt Island Victoria’s Restaurant 
Wednesday 12:15 pm Indialantic Eau Gallie Yacht Club 
Wednesday 12:15 pm Cocoa Beach Holiday Inn, Cocoa Beach 
Thursday 7:15 am Rockledge Rockledge County Club 
Thursday 12:00 pm Titusville LaCita Country Club 
Thursday 12:15 pm Merritt Island Piccadilly, Merritt Sq. Mall 
Thursday 12:15 pm Palm Bay Rancho Viejo 
Thursday 6:30 pm Melbourne Melbourne Hilton Rialto Place 

Friday 7:30 am Suntree Suntree United Methodist 

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of 
worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 
encourage and foster: 
FIRST. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 
SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as 
an opportunity to serve society; 
THIRD. The application of the ideal of 
service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, 
and community life; 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of 
service.  

P.O. Box 244 
Cocoa, Florida 32923-0244 

Web Site: www.cocoarotary.org 

Rotary Organized 1905 
Cocoa Chartered 1924 

“Celebrate Rotary” 

   1924 

Club # 
4389 



 

Melissa Stains- President/CEO 
Cocoa Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 

Marie Venice, Victim/Witness Advocate for the State Attorney’s 
Office (SAO), was the featured speaker for the Rotary Club of 
Cocoa’s meeting on March 24, 2009.  She is part of the 18th Ju-
dicial District which covers Brevard and Seminole County.  Marie 
emphasized that she and her fellow workers are “advocates” – 
not counselors as they are often called.  Their job is to walk 
through the criminal justice system with the victims - victims of 
sexual abuse, child abuse, and various felonies. 
Marie views her job as one which give the victim back power 
over his or her own life.  She noted that the law enforcement and 
the SAO, and the Judge could all be intrusive.  Often the victim 
becomes provoked because the situation is taking too long to 
resolve. 
She noted that Florida was the first state to pass an amendment 
to the Constitution which grants victims of crimes certain rights – 
“as long as it does not infringe on the rights of the accused.”  
This, Marie stated, was both good and bad.  Civil and criminal 
law differ: with civil, all that can be taken away is money or prop-
erty; with criminal, freedom, even life can be taken away.  This explains the need to protect the criminally 
accused. 
Marie also mentioned Teen Court where youthful offenders go before a team of people their own age 
who serve as attorneys and jurors, with someone from the SAO serving as the judge.  If the defendant 
admits the violation, agrees to do what the “court” decides, and writes a letter of apology, the case is ex-
punged. 
Overall, the victim advocates follow through with the victims as long as the victims want them to do so; 
their purpose is to educate and walk the victims through the system.  Volunteers who work with sexual 
assault victims are specially trained.   There is also a Rape Crisis Center where all victims are taken; the 
volunteer advocates are on call 24/7 in Brevard County. 
In closing, Marie noted that she has seen an increase in the severity of crimes in the last 12 years she’s 
worked for the SAO.  But, on a positive note, she related that the criminals do have to pay compensation 
for the victim’s medical expenses, burial expenses, property loss, etc. up to 66%; most all providers ac-
cept this as payment in full.  At least, it’s good to know that the bad guys have to pay! 

Mark your calendars!  
CASINO NIGHT   

Friday May 8th, 2009 
from 6:30 PM to 10:00 PM at the  

Veterans Memorial Center—Merritt Island  
Right behind Merritt Square Mall 

Article courtesy of Linda Krupp - Rotagram Editor David Brubaker - dbrubaker@cfl.rr.com  -  March 31, 2009 

07-08 Past President Bill McCarthy, 
Marie Venice, Victim/Witness Advo-
cate for the State Attorney’s Office, 
and Cocoa Rotarian Bob Anderson.   

The Queen of Hearts Total was 
$539.00 

 
No Birthdays 

This Week 

 
Bill McCarthy 
 won the 50/50  

 
Jerry Quesada 

 
Steve Houser 

Visitors 

Chief Joe Hellebraid                   Wayne Ivey 
Cloyce Baldwin                       JohnD’Albora 

Denny MeneBhelli       Titusville Sunrise 
Julie Jones                   Titusville Sunrise 
Tamdre Clark                           Indialantic 

 

Visiting Rotarians 

Four Way Test 
1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to  all concerned? 
3. Will it build Goodwill and Better 

Friendships? 
4. Will it be Beneficial to all con-

Rotaract Member 
Shannon Baumen                 Vice President 

2009 Brevard County Fair 
Mark your calendar for the Brevard County 
Fair on March 27 through April 5 at Wickham 
Park in Melbourne. Activities include a ranch 
rodeo, horse expo, livestock exhibits, edu-
cational events, local live music, food, 
games, rides, and much, much more! Carni-
val rides provided by Myers International 
Midway. 
Fair Hours: Monday thru Friday 5-10 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
 
Advanced Tickets on Sale Now! 
$3 for individual tickets and $8 for family tickets 
(up to 5 family members). For more informa-
tion call 321-633-1702. 

TURBO LATE WINNER 
 

Lee Barnhart 

We will not be meeting on 
April 7th, 2009 due to BCC 
closing for Spring Break.  

REMINDER 


